
28 Caves of Shizilu area | Conventional symbols

Conventional symbols

Gallery outline

Floor details

Underlying galleries1

Unsurveyed

Step (no equipment needed)

Pit or step/climb (w/height) 

Ceiling feature or ledge2

Chimney/pit3

Boulders

Guano, clay*

Sand, gravel

Pebbles, debris

Sink, spring

Stream, dry streambed

Tree,
low vegetation

Gradient arrow*5,
depth indicator

Stalactite, stalagmite

Pillar, sinter curtain

Helictite, soda straws

Crystals, popcorn

Moonmilk

Flowstone4*

Bones, human activity

Air draught

Cross-section surface

Horizontal entrance5

Vertical entrance5

Water, sinter pools*6

Cave rain,
nitrate pit

Footnotes:
*	 Symbol different from UIS recommendation.
1	 For clarity, on some plans the lower level is shown in gray or using denser dashes.
2	 On some profiles, ledges are marked with this kind of line. On plans it always means a ceiling feature.
3	 Symbols used when features are too small to use perpendicular ticks.
4	 Both symbols used, meaning is the same.
5	 Note: the same symbol is used for an entrance arrow and a gradient arrow.
6	 Note: similar to the moonmilk symbol.


